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ONEEIGHTNINE - MILES JOHNSON

stogorian * St

Design

Mannb Van Maurs from Tonue da Nimes
Exclpsvely gave we s mtarviow with Mios
Johnson, Head of Design tor Levi's Vintage
Clething

Thia AN 346 3800 i1 NG NOWES! 88 of Joumal o8
imnes NS fview the ink Delow). 'm pretty chified
10 REvE it bn our features Baction, o | hope you
orijoy it

1. Would you please introduco yoursalf, and il us
all about your background?

Biue s my favonie cote and | ke cats and dogs
liaughing loudly),

My name is Mi=s Johnson and | work fora Levis
division called Premium XX

Betore | started a1 Lovi's | wosicod in the fim industry
flor six years. | wanied on costumes for featuns fivns
and [t was my job 10 break down pariod costumes (o
ks tham balevabla, to make tham look the age they
wane supposed 10 bo. I the charaota was waaring 8
suit from the victonan period it had 1o lock betlevable

| got reslly into ihat, using Stuff e banans sking to get
natiral, greesy shings on the inides of colomns. | was
burring st and throwing cups of tea and cottes over
garmants and leamed about chamical treastmant and
the inundering of tabeics

Likee "wival winld happen i we Nrrad s garment
inskche out and speayed i reguiany with biack pigment
mrt than hit 1t with hammen while i = st wet and
died at 4 really high temperature, throw it in 8 tumble
ciryir with oid shoes.... what would that look ka7~

1t wos a tancinating ine dodng mll the search and 1he
dasign, but as s00n as tho feming started my work
witild bacame quite hedious. | wantad to wam mars
about tashion, aboul actually making the ciolhes. Sa
went to Caniral Saint Martins Coflegs of Art & Design
0 do & mesters in menswear

2. Your rated as a bit of a mystery In the business.
What is it that you actually do for Levi's XX snd how
dld you end up working there?

All thit things about making clothes ‘old’, that | gat
Iterasteg by during my tme 0 the lim mdustry,
seamed to coma togather in vintape jsans. From that
mnmeat | knew | wanted to wark for Levi's.

Sa | alind them. and then calied them again and agaln
and just bofera | finished at St Marfona | maraged to
ot ar intervdew with the Creative Director

Wa tidved about satity pins for 2 hours ~ | steclutaly
I safety ping, and £0 i sho. At the ena of the
conyersation she said: “when ame you gong stan™™ to
which | mplad: “But you didd not even offer me & job
and oid not take one Jook 0 my book™? 50 she fipped
theolgh I B sakd” "ses you on Manday than”. and
it wiss ol

At tha momant | am head of
wiathing . |oegign the shon
creats wWindow designs, :h foe relics to 1S4 in our
shawooms and | do & lot of reseanch for my work in
design. Thers is a lot of scienca going on in what | do.
s alf about matching e anginal qualty of denim
Evary tiny Iile cetal| should be peract, Every single
rivet neecs to gat the right depth and the ook and fesl
of ina tibric should perectly maten the viniage levl's
[PHECES TIOHm QU rChived.

CESI0N for Layis vntage
terors of aur e stoves, |

If vou look at jeans they have
havdly chaneed over the course
of all those vears

one  Feqlunm | Comtmz Ayl

Caitturm

RSS | Emai | Maing Lat

3, The first tima you set foot in the Tenue de Nimes
store, you teok one look at this dirty, old, worn In,
torn apart and smaolly pair of jeans and the only
thing you said was: “Lovely”. Not exnotly what |
expected you to say. Whera does your love for
denim come from?

Was Ity [Bans or yours? (laughs) | an’t namaernbe
But | do love It you' knaw: | can't readly recall when it
was thad | ciscovernd denim - it somahaw tandsd o
my lap.

| stanad 10 Wi with [t Wwhils | was in college and my
final coliection was dermm. | leamed that denim isa
lovely, evolving fabric, A lot of peopia don't realy
analyze i yery much. | balleve there [ @ whole
EmOLomn Siga o danim. | knaw 1 may sound a bit
[rEtOrTHOUS. DO It S o thit whon SOmonne tkes o
tuth wearing a pair of ngel denim jeEmns for the
uttimade fif, squeered out the water, diies them in the
sun and wears tham non-stop without washing tham

Qbserving the wear and the faging and the shaping
and a8 ihosa athar things will make anyens love a pas
ol [aans more than. mey ever did, And of coBa when
you do the o mom than ane pair yoo will fave seveml
fowes, but that's wihy | have 68 paie of leans that |
waar, 3| af them, dapenting on weust mood | am in, # |
donT knaw what mood | am In Cli wear & whole set of
inans in ano gay.

M you look 28 jeans they have hardly changad over the
course of all thosa yeam. i basically |Ust gained ons
extra pockel and thene wane some minor siyle changes
[k ihin tabeic ans detais arpund the top like
elnch-becks and Zip fiy's o button fly's but assentially
1t il ot crange &t alii. That & amazing, On lop of that
the most remarkabla thing aboiit jeans is that wuch &
ot mumtar of peopE W ot lanal onn paln

4. You said you wear 83 pairs of jeans constantly
but would you be able to plek o favorita?

Vel | betimva thal Is Uke-asking a mather which of her
chilgren s hor favorite, But yos, | go. My favorite pair,
il the morment, is @ palt of 1955 501"s that were warm
origihally by a guy who usad to work in a plastic
tacinry and thine hive boon =0 baked and hoanily warm
and been stained by bits of spiting malted plastic

5. What kind of environment were you brought up
L

I come from the midiands, fram 2 small Village near
wolvarhampion. I was ¥ vary class-knl commnity
and | could not walt to got away.

After unbieesity | went to Londan, which | loved
Instantly, i has an edge th it that | findd railty hesttty it
thirovies & lot of good stult oul. | mesn thite ls povesty
ang that brings out Me bast in peopie. God, | havan't
bean pood in London. The things | could dowith a
potato... @sus. Wo used to spend morne mgnay on
tneding our cals than on feeding ourselves. Al that
tima 25 a student | was scvaping. Bul | feel that lea
mally geod chazacter stan

Londan has an amaeng &f scone, [ does great things
n music. | has & wesrd fashion though, | betieve thay
have the Wﬁll'l" erectian byt Ihl‘y 8t throw Qut some
great talent and 5. Martens is absohitely great imastly
because of Louisa Wilson, wha is the Course Dimctor
1ihink she s & professor in fashion naw, 3he i tho
nend of the fashicn amy. They strip you down, and
thisn tabuid you agan from sorateh [t was 8 tough
sducation. Mayba that's why [ con't mind hard work
oW, bocause | was used 1o (1 back then

6. What ls your fovorite retall stop in London?

| bove Dowee Streot Market. i s quito “gailery’ but ita
groat. | belleve t's becaune ol Comme dea Gargons
she i amazing, She nas such n groat ey for unuauml
pisces. So maybe | e intedligent fshion piter all. ii's
all about cfothes at the end of the day, | don't buy
misch thare, Bt | ke 1he shop. 0| am going 12 buy
clothes | save my money and buy stuff in Japan or the
mse Bowt In the LISA or Sprattied Market and Brick
imna In London. But you hava to undenstend | can not
wiand fo woar 2 pair of j@ama from gnother biend. | oo
hive preat jeans from wrangler snd lee but | jusi don’t
wear them, | do fove io buy necessones from brands
oo RAL by Falph Ladmn,

Ewikkor facchook

7. Gitn you toll us whers you get your inspimtion
from In terms of deslgna?

The starting point for evenytitng | 0o is the Levi™
arohive and of courss | refy on my tesie appesing o a
massive amaunt of cansumars in @iferen? parts of the
world, W literadly take apan our jeans from the past in
order to inlarpnet &l the ingradionts. W nover fook at
doriim from @ fashion perspoctive. | can got pratty mad
whitn pEopin am 80 absessed with iy groat
someoaiirs bahind will ook snd not spare 8 single
Miough! for e qualily, the craftsmanchip or he wiy @
s eonstructad with the rivats snd tha stitching

| havn o vey npiver and simple way of talking about the
most fundamental plecs of our wardrobe, |t all stared
Peets (L s et ] faned that st whors all this Knowleoge
o inspiration comes from, | am S0 fascinated by al
the stores fram our archives. Thi people tehind th
jmans and stuff they went through whila wearing one
You can actuaty cetermina what kind of ife someona
hiad whan you look at thaé jsans. About what kind of
shoes they were, ¥ thiry rode horses, whethar they
waorked, Thare ars tal tals signs on the worm fans that
tell you all you need 1o know. Specific fades. ripy, ete.
liket ey o an ol man's face. Prople wore their jeans
for a THetime yoi: soe. i was a huge investment in the
my daye Jeans wene cray sxpansive - along the
lines of & month's pay, but it was & good investment
beanse 1 would st a tenime. s just & shama that
50 Ty (oopde N I Bwiy

Welt whar 1 tike abour whar
do is that every day is so full of
.\Jrl'f‘!'f‘.\':'.‘.

B. Pinase describe a day in the iife of Miles
Johnson.

Wied what | ke about what | 0o is that evary duy (580
full of surprises, | feel tosted constantly and of coume
FeBryona Jerms how 1o juggi With onn kel to Begin
with and evattuslly you join the cirous throwing § batls
Intey the aie | just love 1 so mueh. Thers is 50 mueh
F00d suppart i aur team

W fave 8 greal working relaiionship whinrg we test
end challange aach olher conatantly. We argue ke cat
BN d0g DUl whan wi are fnshed wa gert 1o a bottsr
plac together: | foed hucky to e dolng what I'm daing
and 'm quite driven aboul 1t bocausa | find £ rathar
Interasting 5o whithar | am doing resaamnh, designing
a collection or detetmining wiat our okya bBased
brand store should ook Iike = 1 all fun you know,

8. You trowel o lot for your job ot Levi's XX. You visit
countries like the US, Italy, Japan and Turkey on a
regular basis. is It tough for you to nevar actually
be ratixing?

Yol can quote me an this: | can sleed wihen | din
Ranastly | do nol have any tima for i, | con find it guite
difficult to switch off, | Lisad i be vary wormad that |
was lary. My mother Used to- say that to me "oh gat
ot of bed you're 50 lazy™, So when | got 1o universdy |
printed out & postes and hung It above my bed which
said "I sloep whon | tia”, Whan | would waka up in
the mieming it woukl ba the firet thing | would ses and |
would jump out of Dea: et upd get onl mako Shings
happan, Ramember that

10. You liva In Amsterdam, yet have retainod yaur
house back in the UK - why is that?

Wi in the end of coursa | will ba going back 10
england ang be an okl man in my houss on R of 8
il H's homa mnct | love (| and thad's why | keep i, Bot
at tha rmamant it juss ames me crazy. vegota b et a
st personaiity | guess. | need both. Muddy feids and
loesg) walke- with mmy dog, 'S my escape

Many tharkes to Menna once Bgain far the cantemt,
and Joachim for the great phatagrapty.

Taxt: Manno Van Maurs
Photagraphy: Joachim Baan
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Journal de Nimes N°5 — The British [ssue

JULY 20
by 8Y tags: journal de nimes, magazine, tenue de nimes
Jirmal
il Nimes
Thi new, 5th Journal de Nimes is out today and this tinse the theme revolves around British brands, The

interview with Nigel Cabourn ! his Neweustle residenne, 8 review of new British

Levi's XX departme

in Amsterdam stop by the

www.fenuedenimes.com

m lubed Tenger and o very persimal denim interview’ with Miles Johnaon, hesd designer of the

o onand flip through the digital version above, or, if you're
per edition
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BETYLE [ES TEH MEDTA MLISIC CLATURE EWENT
Mavigation: Weblog / Blog article: Joumal de Nimes NOS
Journal de Nimes N%5

& POSTED By AMMAKU (5 ON JULY - 20.- 2010

i Like  Jj One parson likes this

Jourreal
de Nimes

The niew Joumnal de Nimes NO5S -The British (ssue- is officially launched today. Tenue de Nimes came
BCrass 50 many great things from the United Kingdom recently that wae could have easily filled 100
pages. In thes fifth release we proudly present an nterview with Nigel Cabowrn at his Newcastle
residence, we discuss the Grenson factory visit and also feature 8 very personal denim intendew with
Miles Johnson, head designer of the Inspiring Levi's XX department. Add to that a London shopping
map, plenty of British Treasures, a beief history of tha Duffle Coat as well as a tip of the cap to the
180th anniversary of the legendary (American) brand Woolrich and you will understand why this issue

got a little owt of hand. wrilten By Matftuis van Meurs | Dyed in Reg

You might also like:

Miker Adr Royally Libarting Libartine x  Red Wing Store Creativa Raecreation | Dofrith dé Rooda |

Macarons Pack | Tanus De Mimes | Opening | | CR Joumal & Ads | Fashion Deskgner
Tenue De Nimes Hobo Denim Shin Amslerdam
Roleasa

# BLL, CLATURE, BOOWS, DESTIMATION, MEDLA

Red Wing Store Opening | Amsterdam

Leave a Reply

Ml media, style, wideo, wonmen

F "&5; :l.d]dus Originals | Womens

& e
—

e 7 '__JJPcrs.tmt:ﬁ.'Marmme

Bread & Butter 2010 | Edwin
All, men

Posted By MarcD Kissrwisr

Adidas No 74 Berlin | Block
All, media, man, shops, style, video,

Posted by Marco Keereweer

MoMA X Tim Burton |

—

Al TR

Posted by AJANAKL

VIDED TAG CLOUD RECENT

-
i HD :: vimeo
T

Sign up for Your Weekly Curated Update

bBmci| Adanass

Firsl Mome
[ Subseribe

powered by MailChimpl!

Google Wave | Get your invitation here (48)

CMR vs NED for Unity | Guess the score (24)

Alr AJANAKU | Alr Force 1 NIKEID (9]




ANGELSAINT

Journal de Nimes N°5 — The e
ﬁritish issue [July 2010]

Popular Tags

H
1211

| floods tion s man:
il "|
TUHCCHIC
1 I X
obama Naomi
..-- - ‘- 11 . T .
l|L.L'.‘.'!l‘_.“.‘l_-'l_'..- NEWE
b

Proposition 8

Temue de Nimes has released Journal de Nimes N5 — The British Issue. In it WRITCI |\3~=- }_1';
you will see pages upon pages of great finds from the other side of the F:h::lnd. ‘-. ‘}L; wa | 4
Highlights include an interview with designer Nigel Cabourn at his home in =l bl
New Castle, a visit to the Grenson factory, as well as an interview with Miles .":'-:i‘!"l.f I I OC l‘x
Johnson, head designer of the inspiring Levi’'s XX department. While this is _

only a small snippet of what the issue has in store, we suggest you check out . .

the digital version here or grab a print version from the store to really (..} stress tests
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+ (capsule) New York | Taylor Supply Spring/Summer 2011
Taylar Supply is the brinchild of New York-native Christophe Hasooal, a
gifted individual that's coming off stints ot Triple 5 Soul as well as Zoo York

While many notable so-called American la.,
From Makr comes their Farm Ruck Sack, made of black heavy colton duck
and undyed leather, The carrier ia fitted with unique exterior dosures,
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« Crazy Pig x Bathing Ape Gold Ring

Crazy Pig combined forces with A Bathing Ape lo create a hefty gold ring
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La quinta uscita del giomale redatto da [epue e Nimes = presentn molto deasa. Intervista a Nigel Cabourn, visita

alla fabbrica Grenson, una shopping magp di Londrn e la storia dil duffle coat

Indovina cos il temn di questo numero.
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DENIM GEEK
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sy Journal de Nimes N5
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Journal de Nimes N°5 — The British lssue — has officially launched today and we're looking forward to Brand New Onvis Raw Selvedge Dentm Jeans waist

reading cur copy with a rather large coffee. The goys from Tenue De Nimes travelled to the UK recently and 25° 5CorSelw s 10 Dhemt et Cashn e

were ingpired by so many great things, that they could have “easily filled 100 pages”. In this fifth release Wooll* Collsctan: . hitr: /e h/diAls
yau'll find an interview with Nigel Cabourn at his Newecastle residence, along with features on Grenson and

Miles Johmson, head designer of the inspiring Levi's X3 department. Add to that a London shopping map, Pock & Repotitic: utemaliy Raw Derlm Legglagp: -

plenty of British Treasures, a brief history of the Duifie Coat as well as a tribute to the 180th anniversary of Neiman Marcue: Vistt NelmunMarcus.com for the
the legendary Woalrich and you've got great little read on your hands. Tock BRIty
Levi's st Original Shrink-to-Fit Jeans - Rigid
Selvedpe - By Wash: Rigid selvedge denim with 2

clean, dar., btpe/ bty bE D

Categories

Brmyd Spoddighs
&labi in Denlm
Corlleetions

Cormpotinam

Denim Stores

Sales
Unirutegeeriomd

Wi Reco

Webiites

Denim Geek on Svpply
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2 Comments

Comment by Linpage of TnTumes — 22/07/2000 & 151
This isstie lnoks esperially poad. [ don't know if that's becanse it's the British fssue and I'm being
patriotic? Whatever the reason | can't waitt o get my eopy and give it a good read.

I've spotled it a hit by guing through the online version, but you can’t beat good old print!

Comment by Denim Geek — 25/07/ 2000 @ 14712

Totally agres, 1 thought ft might be the British thing too bt ft does look e 3 really gord issoe. |
S - i
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Joumal de Nimes N°5 - The British lssue
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Subscribe + Follow
» &
Twitler Facobook RSS Emall

Sign up Yo receive breaking news and receive other sila
updates.

Enter your emall address... >
Another Something recently released Journal de Neimes N°5- The British Issue which focuses primarily on

dealings. of the United Kingdom. In this flifth inslaliment, a senes of topics are presented including an interview
with Nigel Cabaoum at his Newcaste residence, a discussion on the Grenson factory visit and alss feature a vary Popular Stories

personal denim interview with Miles Johnson, hvead designer of the mspiring Levi's XX department, Kaws

Add 1o that & Landon shopping map, plenty of British Treasures, & briet history of the Duffie Coat as well as a tip New Tupac Shakur Biople

of the cap to the 180th anniversary of the legs y (A brand Woolrich and you will understand why this
issue got a Kttle out of hand. A digital version of the magazine Is available here.
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Journal de Nimes N95
ofuly @40, arpor by Sam

birrmal
dle Nimes

Journal de Nimes officially launched today...

it includes a brief history of EDWIN as well as Nigel Cabourn, Grenson, Miles Johnson, and
Woolrich to get you started!

Read it online HERE
Category: BlogTags: Journal, Magazine, Nimes, Tenue |
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i Wik i A new issue of Journal de Nimes, the quarterly paper of denim-inspired boutique

- Fonue de Mimes, is here. This fifth edition of the Jonrnal is themed around Britain,
Archives Mext to & plece about the great handmade denim label Tender, which has nothing to do
with sound at all, | wrote an article about some very influential bands, for Britain and

My 320 £5) also for the whole evolution of popular musie: Joy Division and New Order, and took a
June 2030 [ 17) ook at their debut albums, Unknown Pleasures and Movement, respectively, Click on
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Journal de Nimes Issue 5

Tenue de Nimes, & store with denim as iis core concept in Amsierdam, represents carefully
Share this an selectied items from Sweden, Japan, Denmark and the Netherlands and not only denim the
store manager is passionate about, Several other unique items and brands such as vintage
watches, eye frames to photography and design are also showcased. Founder Menno van
Meurs iz consequent aboui his store concept and ifs spinit. His latest "Journal de Nimes N"5"
is an all "British issue™ with diverse finds to fill 100 pages of a tabloid. In this fifth release
you can find an interview with Nigel Cabourn at his Newcastle residence, a photo editorial
about the Grenson factory and a very personal denim imterview with Miles Johnson, head

Go to Catepory designer of the inspiring Levi's XX department.

The newspaper is designed with love to Hlustrational details and typography by creative
director Jeachim Baan, the founder of Another Company. This tabloid should be an
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Tenue de Nimes' new issue of Journal de Nimes, dubbed The British Issue,
drops today. A digital version is available here, but I'm waiting for it to show up
here,
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Journal ga Nimes N5 = Tha British issue - has officially launched today and wa'ne looking forwand 10 reading
our copy with @ rathes large coffes. The guys from Tenue De Mimes travelied to the UK racently and weana
Inspdrad by so many great things, that they could have “easlly flied 100 pages”, In this (fth releasa you'll find an
Intendew with Nigel Caboum at his Newcastie residenca, along with Teatures on Grenson and Miles Johnson,
head designer of the inspirng Levi's XX depantment. Add to that a Longon shopping map, plenty of Britsh
Traasures, a brial history of the Dufle Coat as wel as a tribute 1o the 180th anniversary of the legendary
Woolrich and you've got great liitle read on your hands

A digital version of the magazine ks avalabie at hitpalfissuu.comiimes/docsfounal_nolS or you can grab a
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The new Journal de Nimes N5, The British issue, officially launched today. Coming across so many great things from

thelr recent United Kingdam travels, this fifth release presents; an inferview with Nigel slamxhype.cam op Facebook

Cabourn at his Newcastle residence, the Grenson factory visit and also a feature from a very personal denim interview saworn 1 Vind ik leuk
with Mites Johnson, head designer of the inspinng Levi's XX depanment, Add to that a London shopping map. plenty of
British Treasures, & brief histary of the Dutfie Coat as well as a tip of the cap 1o the 180th anniversary of the legendary 6,800 personen vinden slamxhype.com leuk

{American) brand Woolrich and you will aiready be asking, where do | get my issue? .‘
Journal de Nimes N°5 The British issue can be viewed digitally here. All the images of the magazine by Joachim Baan

are available hare,
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Journal de Nimes N°5 — The British Issue

JULY 20, 20900 1N SWIPE CULTURE / BY STAFF WRITER

Journal de Nimes N°5 -The British issue- is officially launched today. |n this fifth releass the
magazine proudly presents an interview with Nigel Cabourn at his Newcastle residence, a Grensan
factory visit which also features a very personal denim Interview with Miles Johnson, head designer
of the inspiring Levi's XX department. Add to that a London shopping map, plenty of British
Treasures, a brief history of the Duffle Coat as well as a tip of the cap to the 180th anniversary of
the legendary (American) brand Woolrich.

A digital version of the magazine is available here: htip/fissuu.com/nimes/docsfournal_ne0S.

Coontinue reading for more images.
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